
Principles of Ethics, aspirational and inspirational in nature, form the underlying moral 
basis for the Code of Ethics. Individuals shall observe these principles as affirmative 

obligations under all conditions of professional activity. 

Principle of Ethics I
Individuals shall honor their responsibility to hold paramount the welfare of persons they 

serve professionally or participants in research and scholarly activities and shall treat 

animals involved in research in a humane manner.

Principle of Ethics II
Individuals shall honor their responsibility to achieve and maintain the highest level of 

professional competence.

Principle of Ethics III
Individuals shall honor their responsibility to the public by promoting public 

understanding of the professions, by supporting the development of services designed 

to fulfill the unmet needs of the public, and by providing accurate information in all 

communications involving any aspect of the professions, including dissemination of 

research findings and scholarly activities.

Principle of Ethics IV
Individuals shall honor their responsibilities to the professions and their relationships 

with colleagues, students, and members of allied professions. Individuals shall uphold 

the dignity and autonomy of the professions, maintain harmonious interprofessional and 

intraprofessional relationships, and accept the professions’ self-imposed standards.

For the complete Code of Ethics and other information and resources on ethics, 

contact the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association’s Ethics Program

800-498-2071 or ethics@asha.org.

www.asha.org/about/ethics
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