Thinking About a PhD?
Finding a Research PhD Program
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Shortage of PhDs in Communication
Sciences and Disorders




Academic and Research Careers In
CSD
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PhD: A RESEARCH DEGREE




PhD: A RESEARCH DEGREE
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Which universities offer the PhD?



www.carnegiefoundation.org

Which universities offer the PhD?

O



www.carnegiefoundation.org/Classification/CIHE2000/defNotes/Definitions.htm
www.asha.org/students/academic/doctoral/doctoral_programs.htm

Universities and Colleges:
Differentiating Types




What type of university?
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Which universities have PhD programs?
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www.asha.org/students/academic/doctoral/doctoral_programs.htm

Which universities have PhD programs?
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PRIMARY CONSIDERATIONS WHEN
CHOOSING A DOCTORAL PROGRAM




UNIVERSITY

o ISSUE: Is research training a primary educational goal?




UNIVERSITY




UNIVERSITY

o ISSUE: Is there general support for
student research?




UNIVERSITY

o ISSUE: Are there any special programs for
doctoral students?



www.preparing-faculty.org

UNIVERSITY

o ISSUE: Are there relevant course
offerings outside CSD? For example,
neuroscience, physiology, computer
science, physics, electrical engineering,
statistics, linguistics, child development,

psychology




UNIVERSITY




UNIVERSITY

o ISSUE: Are there opportunities for cross-
disciplinary interactions?




UNIVERSITY




Are there visiting lecturers who bring
together doctoral students and faculty
from various disciplines? Universities
typically have visiting scholars that can
greatly enhance your exposure to
research.




DEPARTMENT

o ISSUE: Course Offerings




DEPARTMENT
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DEPARTMENT

o Issue: Core Faculty
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Physical Facilities

o Issue: What research laboratories
are available?




Physical Facilities

o Issue: Are research participants
accessible?




Physical Facilities

o Issue: Is there space for you?




Physical Facilities

o Issue: Computer facilities




Research-Relevant Training
Experiences

o Issue: What is the required
research training experience?




Research-Relevant Training
Experiences




Research-Relevant Training
Experiences




Research-Relevant Training
Experiences




Research-Relevant Training
Experiences




Research-Relevant Training
Experiences




Peer Groups

o Issue: Are there other doctoral
students in the lab? in the
department or program?




Peer Groups




Peer Groups




Peer Groups




Peer Groups




MENTOR/ADVISOR

O




MENTOR/ADVISOR

o Issue: Will the faculty member be a good
mentor and advisor?

o As a researcher

O




MENTOR




Mentor: Finding a Good Match

Suggested Steps




o Step 1: Identify the broad area in
which you want to study.







o Step 2: Identify professors working in your
area of interest.







Step 3: Narrow the list to include
those who are actively conducting
research and publishing in your area

of Interest and then contact those
researchers/faculty members.







o Step 4: Gather detailed information
about potential mentors and doctoral
programs.










o Step 5: Pause to consider the
benefits of a “good fit”, of a strong
mentor relationship.










o Step 6: Consider the pros and
cons of your options.







ultimate goal




Preparing Your Application
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Issue: Paying for a PhD




o Should I expect to pay for this
myself?




What are the sources of funding?

o grant funding






www.nih.gov

o University funding




o Foundation grant support



www.ashfoundation.org

For more information ...




Conclusion




